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Nativity of   

St. John the Baptist 

24 June 2018 

St. Francis Xavier Parish 
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hospital, and nursing facilities; and for all the souls in 
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Monday: 5:30 to 6:30pm 

Saturday: 9:30 to 10:30am 

Saturday: 3:00 to 3:45pm 

CONFESSIONS  
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THE KING’S GOOD SERVANT, BUT GOD’S FIRST 

 

July 6

th

 is the 483

rd

 anniversary of the martyrdom of St. 

Thomas More, chancellor of England under King Henry 

VIII.  At least this was his role before being executed by 

Henry.  The reason was his refusal to go along with Hen-

ry’s break with the Catholic Church so that he could take 

a new wife (in this case, #2 of 6 for him) with the hope 

that she would bear him a male heir (she wouldn’t). 

 

St. Thomas More was one of the most respected legal 

minds of his age; his service to his king was carried out 

with faithfulness & integrity.  Yet when faced with choos-

ing between obedience to the orders of his king and obe-

dience to his conscience and his Catholic faith, he gave 

up first his position in the government, and ultimately his 

life.  On the scaffold before his execution, he spoke 

words that have echoed down through history: that he 

“died the king’s good servant, but God’s first.” 

 

Our respect for legitimate authority flows from the 

Fourth Commandment.  The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church reminds us that “Those subject to authority 

should regard those in authority as representatives of 

God, who has made them stewards of his gifts” (2238).  

The same paragraph continues: “Their loyal collaboration 

includes the right, and at times the duty, to voice their 

just criticisms of that which seems harmful to the dignity 

of persons and to the good of the community.” 

 

This reminds us that laws do not create morality, but ra-

ther serve it.  Every human law has moral force insofar as 

it expresses the natural and eternal law.  For example, this 

is why we pray for the end of the laws legalizing abortion: 

we recognize that the law does not express what is au-

thentically good and therefore should be changed. Rather 

than blindly obeying whatever the law says, we know that 

it may be judged against the higher morality of the natural 

law – what nature and human reason, aided and complet-

ed by Divine Revelation, show to be right and just. 

 

I was thinking of these things as I heard the Attorney 

General’s press conference a week ago when he respond-

ed to concerns about changes in enforcing the immigra-

tion policy expressed by those whom he called his 

“Church friends” by quoting Romans 13, which enjoins 

obedience to those in authority.  Again, obedience does 

not mean obeying without question whatever the govern-

ment decrees.  As saints throughout history have done, 

Christians should obey the government in all that is legiti-

mate, while not shrinking back from speaking up and 

working to change where the law falls short or is flawed.  

Christians who muzzle their conscience do a disservice 

both to themselves and their country.  
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ACCESSIBILITY 

 

▪ Open for Prayer 

   Every Day 

▪ Wheelchair Lift 

▪ Cry-room 

HELPFUL CONTACTS 

 

Religious Education: 508-998-7445 

School: 508-995-4313 

School Fax: 508-995-0456 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  

 

Mon-Fri: 9:30am – 4:00pm 

Please make an appointment to meet with  

Father Williams to schedule a Baptism or Wedding. 

PARISH INFORMATION 
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Fr. Riley J. Williams, Administrator 

[rjw@sfxparish.com] 

Deacon David Pepin  

[dbp@sfxparish.com] 

Mr. Steven Guillotte, Director of Pastoral Services 

[sng@sfxparish.com] 

Mrs. Michelle Russo, Principal 

[mrusso@sfxacushnet.com] 

Mrs. Anabela Shaughnessy, Asst. Principal 

[ashaughnessy@sfxacushnet.com] 

Mrs. Janine Hammarquist, Rel. Ed. Coordinator 

[jlh@sfxparish.com] 

HOLY MASS 

 

Monday-Sat 9:00am 

 Third Thursday (Latin/Extraordinary Form) 5:30pm 

First Friday 9:00am & 6:00pm 

Saturday Vigil 4:00pm 

Sunday 8:00am & 10:30am 

 

CONFESSIONS 

 

 Monday 5:30-6:30pm  

 Saturday 9:30-10:00am 

 Saturday 3:00-3:45pm 

First Fridays 6:45-7:15pm 

 Any Time by Appointment 

 

ADORATION  

�

 Mon - Friday 9:30am-9:00pm 

Saturday 9:30am-2:45pm 

 

VESPERS 

�

            Monday: Vespers with Benediction 

               Tuesday: Vespers 

               Wednesday: Vespers with Benediction 

(Vespers begins at 6:30 pm) 
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“Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and fear came 

upon him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, 

Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard. Your 

wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name 

him John’.”  (Lk 1:12-13) 
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Zechariah In the Temple 

Jan Laviens (17

th

 Century) 
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