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Nativity of
St. John the Baptist
24 June 2018




St. Francis Xavier, Acushnet — Diocese of Fall River

Mass Schedule

(June 23" - July 1%)
Sat. Jun 23 Nativity of St. John (Vigil) (Wh)
4:00pm George & Eugenie Sleight
Sun. Jun 24 Nativity of St. John the Baptist (Wh)
8:00am Pro Populo
10:30am Joseph Mello & Aldo DeRossi
Mon. Jun 25 Feria (Gr)
9:00am Ed Roberge
Tues. Jun 26 Feria (Gr)
9:00am Robert & Frances Couet
(Wed. Jun 27 St. Cyril of Alexandria; Bishop (Wh)
9:00am George Fagundes
Thurs. Jun 28 St. Irenaeus; Bishop & Martyr (Rd)
9:00am Family & Friends of Elsie Rebello
|Fri. Jun 29 Ss. Peter & Paul; Apostles (Rd)
9:00am Antonio Resendes
Sat.  Jun 30 First Martyrs of Roman Church (Rd)
9:00am Claire Poyant
Sat. Jun 30 13™ Sunday (Vigil) (Gr)
4:00pm Pro Populo
Sun.  Jul 01 13" Sunday in Ordinary Time (Gr)
8:00am Jean, Helen & Donny Guenette
10:30am Da Silva & St. Pierre Families

Financial Report

Income:
11" Sunday In Ordinary Time ....................... $4,695.00
Diocesan ASSeSSMENt .......ccc.ovveiiinninieieannnn.. $1,925.00

Prayers Please

... for all the sick of our parish: those homebound, in the
hospital, and nursing facilities; and for all the souls in
purgatory.

Sanctuary Lamp

If you are interested in this weekly memorial, please
contact the parish office. During Eucharistic Adoration
please pray for the following person/s for whose intention
the Sanctuary Candle burns this week: Roger Tetreault

CONFESSIONS

Monday: 5:30 to 6:30pm
Saturday: 9:30 to 10:30am
Saturday: 3:00 to 3:45pm

From FR. WILLIAMS

THE KING’S GOOD SERVANT, BUT GOD’S FIRST

July 6t 1s the 483 anniversary of the martyrdom of St.
Thomas More, chancellor of England under King Henry
VIII. At least this was his role before being executed by
Henry. The reason was his refusal to go along with Hen-
ry’s break with the Catholic Church so that he could take
a new wife (in this case, #2 of 6 for him) with the hope
that she would bear him a male heir (she wouldn’t).

St. Thomas More was one of the most respected legal
minds of his age; his service to his king was carried out
with faithfulness & integrity. Yet when faced with choos-
g between obedience to the orders of his king and obe-
dience to his conscience and his Catholic faith, he gave
up first his position in the government, and ultimately his
life. On the scaffold before his execution, he spoke
words that have echoed down through history: that he
“died the king’s good servant, but God’s first.”

Our respect for legitimate authority flows from the
Fourth Commandment. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church reminds us that “Those subject to authority
should regard those in authority as representatives of
God, who has made them stewards of his gifts” (2238).
The same paragraph continues: “Their loyal collaboration
includes the right, and at times the duty, to voice their
just criticisms of that which seems harmful to the dignity
of persons and to the good of the community.”

This reminds us that laws do not create morality, but ra-
ther serve it. Every human law has moral force insofar as
it expresses the natural and eternal law. For example, this
1s why we pray for the end of the laws legalizing abortion:
we recognize that the law does not express what is au-
thentically good and therefore should be changed. Rather
than blindly obeying whatever the law says, we know that
it may be judged against the higher morality of the natural
law — what nature and human reason, aided and complet-
ed by Divine Revelation, show to be right and just.

I was thinking of these things as I heard the Attorney
General’s press conference a week ago when he respond-
ed to concerns about changes 1 enforcing the immigra-
tion policy expressed by those whom he called his
“Church friends” by quoting Romans 13, which enjoins
obedience to those in authority. Again, obedience does
not mean obeying without question whatever the govern-
ment decrees. As saints throughout history have done,
Christians should obey the government in all that is legiti-
mate, while not shrinking back from speaking up and
working to change where the law falls short or 1s flawed.
Christians who muzzle their conscience do a dissetrvice
both to themselves and their country.




PARISH INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Mon-Fri: 9:30am — 4:00pm
Please make an appointment to meet with
Father Williams to schedule a Baptism or Wedding.

HELPFUL CONTACTS

Religious Education: 508-998-7445
School: 508-995-4313
School Fax: 508-995-0456

ACCESSIBILITY

= Open for Prayer
Every Day

= Wheelchair Lift

* Cry-room

St. Francis Xavier Parish
125 Main Street
Acushnet, MA 02743
tel: (508)-995-7600 fax: (508) -995-1794
email: info@sfxparish.com
Fr. Riley J. Williams, Administrator
[tfjw@sfxpatish.com]
Deacon David Pepin
[dbp@sfxparish.com]
Mzt. Steven Guillotte, Director of Pastoral Services
[sng@sfxparish.com)]
Mrs. Michelle Russo, Principal
[mrusso@sfxacushnet.com)]
Mrs. Anabela Shaughnessy, Asst. Principal
[ashaughnessy(@sfxacushnet.com]
Mrs. Janine Hammarquist, Rel. Ed. Coordinator
[jlh@sfxparish.com]

HoLy MASS

Monday-Sat 9:00am
Third Thursday (Latin/Extraordinary Form) 5:30pm
First Friday 9:00am & 6:00pm
Saturday Vigil 4:00pm
Sunday 8:00am & 10:30am

CONFESSIONS
Monday 5:30-6:30pm
Saturday 9:30-10:00am
Saturday 3:00-3:45pm

First Fridays 6:45-7:15pm
Any Time by Appointment
ADORATION
Mon - Friday 9:30am-9:00pm
Saturday 9:30am-2:45pm
VESPERS

Monday: Vespers with Benediction

Tuesday: Vespers

Wednesday: Vespers with Benediction
(Vespers begins at 6:30 pm)

ON THE COVER

When they came on the eighth day to circumcise
the child, they were going to call him Zechariah
after his father, but his mother said in reply,
"No. He will be called John." But they answered
her, "There is no one among your relatives who
has this name." (Lk 1:57-61)

The naming of a newborn is a very intimate activity. Ex-
pectant parents will often rummage over the meanings of
names in order to select what they will call their child for
the rest of its life. Others find the selection easier by using
names of grandparents or other loved ones in the naming of
their children. Sadly, many parents today select names
without proper discernment and consideration. They see
their choice as an exercise in personal freedom when they
should see it as a duty gifted by God (Gn 2:19). Catholic
parents are of course strongly urged by the Church to
choose names from the list of saints. Those parents that
don’t are still robustly encouraged to raise their baby 70 be
a saint and thus expand the copious category of saintly no-
menclature.

The Hebrew root of “John” means “God is Gracious”.
This is very important since similarly “Jesus” means “God
is Salvation” or “God Saves” and as we know grace and
salvation are wholly united. Further, it is the Holy Spirit
(working through an angel) that named John (Lk 1:13) and
Jesus (Lk 1:31). It is God who gave new names to Abram,
Jacob, and Saul. It is God who says: “To the victor I shall
give some of the hidden manna; I shall also give a white
amulet upon which is inscribed a new name, which no one
knows except the one who receives it” (Rev 2:17). This quo-
tation from the Book of Revelation appears to be a promise
of heaven; but it is also a promise already fulfilled in one’s
baptismal (and confirmation) name and the reception of the
Holy Eucharist.

To proffer imagery for our Gospel “reading of the day”
for this Sunday’s Feast of The Nativity of John the Bap-
tist, we have placed on our parish bulletin cover a detail of
a work from the great quattrocento painter, Fra Filippo
Lippi, entitled The Birth and Naming of John (1465). This
work is the epitome of Early Renaissance art: classical ar-
chitecture, experimentation with spatial depth, reserved and
statuesque figures, and an effective use of a new, realistic
light. Here we see Elizabeth holding the baby John while
Zacharias writes on a tablet “John is his name” (Lk 1:63).
A servant or relative stands holding an inkwell for Zachari-
as to dip his pen. Her stance provides optical altitude cre-
ating a diagonal running through the four human figures.
While Zacharias and the servant look down in concentra-
tion, Elizabeth and John both look away, yet in opposite
directions, as if each can see their own future: Elizabeth’s
perhaps not very long as she bore John in her older age (Lk
1:18); and John’s cut short by his prophetic mission of an-
nouncing the Messiah.

In our consideration, we cannot forget that the high value
of a personal name finds its nobility in the Holy Name of
God. In the case of the name “Jesus” we have a name that
all persons, be they in heaven or hell, will in the end come
to revere (Phil 2:9-10).




The Nativity of St. John the Baptist - June 24, 2018

IReligions EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed Mon.-
Sat. all day and the church is open so
please stop in, even if only for a few
minutes, to be with the Lord throughout
the summer. He doesn’t forget about us we
should also not forget that He is there for us
if we only open our hearts to let Him in.

Does your summer include taking a vacation from Mass?
Another reason to fit Holy Mass into your summer
schedule: God commanded us to keep holy the Sabbath, and
Mass is the way a Catholic fulfills that requirement. And if
God tells us to do something, we should do it.

Check out www.parishonline.com to find a church or
Mass time anywhere in the country.
Registration for the 2018/2019 year will be scheduled in
August. Please watch the bulletin for dates & times.

S5T. FRANCIS XAVIER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

PRESCHOOL - GRADE 8 ALCLISH M MASSACHLSETTS

And just like that, we close the book on the 2017-
2018 school year! We have had an incredible adven-
ture these past 10 months, and we give all glory to
God for our successes! Our few final high-
temperature days were spent celebrating our year with
the annual well-loved activities: Field Day at Pope
Park, and Step Up Day. Water balloons were certainly
a highlight for students on Field Day, while receiving
summer work-packets was the low point of "stepping
up" to the next grade level! Keeping skills sharp dur-
ing the summer months is important for skill mainte-
nance, so while our students enjoy their summer re-
prieve, they will also be engaging in some light read-
ing and math practice! Finally, on Wednesday, we
enjoyed the church’s air conditioning, and thanked
Our Lord for a wonderful school year by attending our
final Mass together. Summer here we come! Thank
you for all of your prayers!

God Bless, Michelle Russo/Principal

Our ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY:
At this time our pantry needs: pasta
sauce, canned ham and spam, canned
fruit, juice and rice. It also needs toi-
letry items such as soap and tooth

brushes. Thanks for your support!

UPCOMING SECOND & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

June 24™ - Church in Latin America
July 8" - Parish Building Fund
July 15" - Assumption (for St. Vincent de Paul)

Zechariah In the Temple
Jan Laviens (17" Century)

“Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and fear came
upon him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afrard,
Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard. Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name
him John’.” (Lk 1:12-13)

SFX PARISH CALENDAR

Monday June 25
Vespers & Benediction 6:30pm Church
Tuesday June 26
Vespers 6:30pm Church
Wednesday June 27
Vespers & Benediction 6:30pm Church

READINGS FOR WEEK OF

JUNE 24, 2018

Sunday: Vigil: Jer 1:4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15, 17 [6b]/1
Pt 1:8-12/Lk 1:5-17

Day: Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 14-15 [14a]/Acts 13:22-
26/Lk 1:57-66, 80

Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Ps 60:3, 4-5, 12-13
[7b]/Mt 7:1-5

Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Ps 48:2-3ab,
3cd-4, 10-11 [cf. 9d]/Mt 7:6, 12-14

Wednesday: 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3/Ps 119:33, 34, 35, 36,
37, 40 [33a]/Mt 7:15-20

Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 [9]/Mt 7:21-
29

Friday: Vigil: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5a]/Gal 1:11-20/
Jn21:15-19

Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-7, 20-
21 [19b]/Mt 8:5-17




